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Welcome to the Counselling in Prisons Newsletter. 

Introduction.
The aims of the newsletter are to inform and communicate the work of therapy in prisons and promote excellence in practice.  The plan is to widen the participation of the network through the newsletter, to invite members to comment on practice, ethical and other related issues and for members to contribute to the newsletter.  It will provide a medium where members can be updated on both policy and consultation as well an opportunity share best practice and pool expertise. 

The network continues to grow extensively through the UK – we now have over 100 members.  
International news
The network is continuing to attract international interest, and as such I am delighted to announce that the network is now a member of the World Health Organisation, Prison and Health network. This is excellent news in terms of recognition of the significant work of the network on its members
Publication of 5 year Strategy 2013 -20 It hope to send this out to members by the end of this year  
Network  Events

All the regional leads are in place across the UK.  There will be a number of network days in the regions in order to connect with counsellors and therapists working in the regions. Please look out for publicity for these events on the web site www.pn.counselling.co.uk
.
 Publication On the 1st of November 2012 saw the publication of a key text in relation to working therapeutically with offenders. It is titled Interventions in the criminal justice system, it is published by Pavilion. The book is edited by Peter JONES, chair of the CPN network
Fellowships   There is clearly some fantastic work undertaken by counsellors working in prisons across the UK and its time this work is recognised...So at next year’s conference in Durham we will recognise some of these people through the awarding of fellowships of the CPN. This will recognise there excellence and contribution to counselling in prisons. So if you know of anyone deserving of this award, you will need tom nominate them, stating why there deserve this award.
2013 6th Annual conference at Birmingham City University some comments:
I thought it was excellent, inspiring and wanted to attend more of them. 

It inspired me more to follow the career I wanted to achieve; Within the Prisons. It allowed me to be gain some knowledge and information towards it, which also allowed me to develop a keener interest in the field. 

Kirsty-Emma Buxton

Harewood College

The mix between the guest speakers in the morning and the workshops in the afternoon maintained my interest all day. I attended the workshop on Dissociative Personality Disorder which I found really interesting and informative. As a result, I realised I needed to understand more about trauma and have subsequently signed up for further training.

 

So there were many positive outcomes for me; increased knowledge and confidence, my ambitions were confirmed and I gained a greater sense of direction. I also met some open, friendly people who were generous in their support of me in their sharing of their experiences and opinions and this I value above all. I would definitely recommend attending the CPN conference to any trainee counsellor wanting to work within the criminal justice system.    Alison Kinrade 

Ethical Framework.

At this year’s conference, a number of members raised their concern in relation to having an ethical framework for working therapeutically in the custodial setting.  There is an ethical framework already outlined in the 5 year Strategy Document, Promoting Excellence.  However it is due to be published as a separate document early 2014.This will take the form of Ethical guidelines. It will include vignettes from practioners I that readers can engage with it more usefully  .
Other work in progress:
· 7th Conference Annual 2 day conference :
This is in the planning and will be held in July 9th and 10th 2014.  It will be held at Durham University and it plans to bring together our international and national partners to celebrate therapy in prisons, to pool best practice and debate the future direction of therapy in Prisons.

· Post Graduate Diploma in working therapeutically with offenders. This qualification was discussed at this year’s 2013 conference is in the pipeline and is outlined in the 5 year strategy. It is hope to formally launch this in Durham 2014 conference. 
· Register of Members- It is planned to launch our own register for members , for those working therapeutically with offenders in the criminal Justice system  

· Charitable status – this continues to progress well and should be completed by the end of this year.
Please send any comments or ideas for future newsletter to 

Peter Jones, Chair: Counselling in Prisons Network at

 petesu@corfe-mullen.freeserve.uk
